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The authors performed a study of 1,179 healthy infants to examine 
the possible relationship between breastfeeding and other factors 
to the incidence of respiratory syncytial virus-associated lower 
respiratory tract illness (RSV-LRI) in the first year of life. 
For children between the ages of 1 and 3 months, the risk of having 
an RSV-LRI was associated with <l-month or no breast feeding, male 
sex, and increasing numbers of others sharing the child's bedroom. 
After multivariate analysis, only male sex and number of others 
sharing the bedroom remained as significant direct effects. Daycare 
attendance was reportedly a significant risk factor in the 7 to 9 
month age group. The authors reported that "those with lower cord 
serum RSV antibody, who also have minimal breast feeding, were 
found to be especially at risk for RSV-LRIs in the first five months 
of life." 
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